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(57) Abstract: 



PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To generate an intermediate 
image from an image and a parallax by obtaining 
correspondence for each picture element on the basis of 
a reference of each image as to two images with a 
different visual points so as to estimate the parallax. 

SOLUTION: Left right images are respectively stored in 
frame memories 1L, 1R, Initial parallax estimate 
sections 2L, 2R obtain the parallax between images on 
the basis of left and right images. The parallax based 
on the left and right images is respectively stored in 
memories 3L, 3R. On the other hand, contour extract 
sections 4L, 4R detect left and right image edges to 
extract a contour of an object. The extracted contour is 
written in memories 5L, 5R. Then contour parallax 
estimate sections 6L, 6R estimate the parallax in the 
vicinity of a contour of an object based on the initial 
parallax on the basis of the left and right images and 
the object contour of the left and right images to 
update contents in the 3L, SR. Then intermediate 
generating sections 7L, 7R read image data from the 
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mmt ufcm^vR%^i'j-rs^«>jm 1 7 e a. 

[0 09 7} ^mmummmnzsii^^-o 
xmmti^. tfc. \%mn^m 170. 1 7 hc 
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10 mk(oimmw^th-fdmy9.\t. mmiih^ 

^bsnSo 

[ 0 1 0 1 ] 0 1 8B. J#mfflijTffi^«^=&tf5'>;^r 
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